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Times when it is {0 little pra- 
ciſed; the Speech you refer 
to I own, though it was not 
; printed by my Direction. 


I am obliged for your kind 
Opinion of it; ; and know no 
more ſiitable Returns, than to 
endeavour to ſet you right 
where I-think you miſtake me, 
and, I hope not defignedly, 
milrepreſent the Diſſenters. 


Vo are pleaſed to look on 
me as at the Head d Party, 
aQing only with a View to the 


particular Intereſt of that Par- 
„(which I utterly diſclaim) 


| wah the Difſenters, as attackmg 


the Eſtabliſbed urch; which 
is, T hope, as far from their 


Tl houghts, as A Concurrence 


with 
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with them therein is from 


| mine. 


Th this View, you u Hy! 1 hape 


acted 271 Bu acfe though not 
with Caution; the giving Ad- 


vice being more prudent vit h- 
in Doors, and among Friends: 
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was a wrong Step. I readily 
concur with you herein, (was 
the Caſe as you ſi joſe it) as 
allo in the unmpolitict (and I vil 
add unchriſtian) Part the Dit- 
ſenters have acted in ſome of 


the Difputes referred to. This 


being allowed, methiriks there 
18 the leaſt Reon for the ter- 
rible Apprehenfions you have 
of their undermining the 
Church, and diſturbing the 


State, who can agree in no- 
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thing ; and, if this be true, are 
rather the Objects of Pity and 
Contempt, than of Fears and 
* Sure in him who 

elieves the one, the Concerns 


of the other muſt at leaſt be 
ill grounded. Such Infinua- 


tions ſeem to beſpeak at the 7 


next Election the Cry of the 
Church, and the D jenters ; - 
which whoever promotes, ei- 
N _ on one Side or the other, 


8, I fear, no Friend either to 
Church or State; and has 


ſmall Pretenſions to the De- 
ſcription you a little after give 
of a good Subject; and look as 
if they were intended to allarm 
his Majeſty, his Parliament, and 
his Miniſters, with the Cry of 
the Church, ſhould they in 
their great Wiſdom give any 
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raiſed the Cry of the Church 


[s) 


Attention to the Diſſenters, 

who only humbly pray to be 
reſtored to their Birthright; 
which Birthright they waved 
to purchaſe hs Safety of this 
Eſtabliſhment. (which you ſup- 
pole them attacking) and this 
too at a Time when in: 1nmi- 
nent Danger ; which the then 


Parliament was ſo ſenſible of, 
that a Bill for the Relief of 


the Proteſtant Diſſenters was 
brought in, and pafled both 
Houles, but practiſed away 
when 1t ſhould have had the 
Royal Aſſent: The only In- 
ſtance, I believe, of this Na- 
ture that our Hiſtory furniſhes 
us with. 


Was it the Diſſenters who 


an 


(S*) ; 
in Dr. Sacheverel['s Time, to 
the Loſs of thoſe Advantages 

we had a reaſonable Proſpect 
of from the numerous Vido- 
ries God had bleſſed us with; 
and, what was of infinitely 
greater Conſequence, the im- 
minent Danger and Hazard of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion. This 
J mention, not to irritate or 
offend any; but, as far as may 
de, to prevent the ſame Game 
being played over again, to the | 
Diſhonour of his Majeſty, and 
the Riſque of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and endangering the 
Laberties of Eng/zfomen. 
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Your Freedom, Sir, needs 
no Forgivene ſs, but has my 
Thanks; ſince an Opportunity 
18 thereby Swen me to ſet = 

Di 
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Diſſenters and myſelf (I hope) 
right in your Opinion, and 
that of the Publick. And this 
brings me to confider what I 
am ſorry has given you Of- 
fence, and occaſioned you this 


Trouble. 


In anſwering your Queſtion, 
What could tempt me to ule 


thoſe Expreſſions, that the De- 


n of repealing the Corporation 


none, but ſuch as are under the 


7 Power of Bigotry, or Braſs of 


Intere/t? J hope it will appear 
1 have not aged out of Charac- 


; ter, nor with any Impropriety. 


T allow your Definition of Bigo- 


Im, except its neceſſarily inclu- 


ding Unkmdneſs and Severity. 
But yet even then they ſtand 
con- 
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convicted of the 3 2 
my humble Opinion, who en- 
deavour to keep the Diſſenters 
under the preſent Reſtraints, 
and with-hold from them a 
Riglit, belonging to every Pro- 
teffant N 


| It i is every Man- 5 Buſineſs that 
lives in this World, to have a 
Regard to the Rights of Society; 
and every one who believes an- 
other World, to be thoughtful 
of that. What I had therefore 
in View was the Rights of Eu- 
gli/hmen, and the Honour of 
Religion; in Compariſon of 


which, the Intereſt of any par- 
ticular Sect or Party, are mean 


and contemptible; a Principle, 
which I am neither aged by 


on this, and, I hope, ſhall ne- 
ver 


(9) 

ver be on any other Occafion : 
And ſure it is needleſs to go 
about to prove the Acts in Que- 
ſtion are an Abridgement of the 
One, and (though not defigned) 
have eyentua lly 2 an hor- 
rid Profanation of the Other; 


and have, withal, given but too 
much Advantage 8 thoſe who 


are, perhaps, of no Religion, to 


infinuate againft ſuch as obſti- 


nately contend for them, as 
tho they believed there was lit- 
tile real in Chriſtianity, fave the 
Honours and Emoluments it 
brings in Civil Life. This ſure is 
Mather of Offence; on whom it 


hes to remove it, becomes not 


me to ſay. 


Imeddle not with Perſons or 


Parties, ſave in general thoſe of 
0 any 


( 


any party who are for infringing 
the Liberties of Mankind, and 
doing Diſhonour to Religion; 
in this View I uſed the Word 
Bigotry, and in this Senſe IL hope 
you Will allow it juſtifiable. I 
muſt add, I verily believe the 
Church of England (to which it 
is well known J am far from ha- 
ving any Averſion) ſtands in no 
need of ſuch a Barrier, nor 
could be in the leaſt endangered 
by the Removal. But could 
any Eſtabliſhment need to be 
1 at the Expence of the 
Honour of God in the Proſtitu- 
tion of the moſt Solemn Right 


of our Holy Religion, and an 


Infringement on the Liber- 
ties of Mankind, I leave it to 


every. confiderate Reader to de- 


termine which ought to give 
Way. If 
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J If any few among the Difſen- 


F tain the leaſt Thought of what 
vou infinuate, they mult not on- 


ly expoſe themſelves to thè Re- 


the Contempt of the reſt of their 
Body; and this being the Caſe, 
what juſt Ground of Alarm can 
then be given, by deſiring the 
Removal of what affects every 
Engliſbman as well as them- 
ſelves? SEP de 6nd 


* ſentment of the Church, but to 


4 Theſe, I hope and believe, are 


their principal Views; Jam ſure 


they are mine; tho' you are 


pleaſed to fay, the Imputation 
of Intereſt comes from thoſe, 
who in the Purſuit of this whole 


Affair can have nothing in View 


- but Temporal Iutere/?. ] aſſure 
N G 2 you, 


C7 


ters could be ſo wild as to enter- 
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either Pretenſions to, or Merits 
for a Place, to neither of which 1 
_ do Flay any Claim; and who- % 
er knows the State of the 3 
. —PilſlEnters, will be far from 

thinking that many of them are q \ 
Axkely to be veſted with Places of 

high Power and InMuence. 


Regard and Deference to the 


ancient as you ſay, or more mo- 


perior Regards to the expreſs 


Which you (ot [) bring in —4 


„„ 
vou, Sir, theſe Acts of Parlia- 3 
ment are no Bars to me, had 1 


I defire, Sir, to pay all due | | 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, be it as . | 
dern; but I muſt own my ſu- 
Declaration of the Holy Founder 
of our Religion, who has ſaid 


his Kingdom is not of 0 
World. Now, are the Thing 


Aion, 


ion, of this World, or not? 
And yet tis not to be denied that 
Many Eccleſiaſiſticks have fallen 
Into Sentiments contrary to this 
*expreſs Declaration. Hence the 
Decay of Religion; hence the 
_Heplorable State of the Chriſtian 
World at preſent and in former 
Fimes; hence the firſt Diviſion 
the Church of England into 
Ehurchmen and Diſſenters; 
Jence the Diſtraction of thoſe 
Times you are pleaſed to recal 
® Mind, and of which you ſeem 
apprehend the Return; and 
ere our Circumſtances the 
"Ame, I allow theſe Apprehen- 
ons would be juſt. But have we 
gow any Star-Chamber or High 
Eommiſſion Courts for the Ec- 
Blchaſticks to exerciſe their Pa 
ons by, on thoſe who differ 
| from 
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Behaviour from Queen Hliaa- 


they came on no ſooner. By 9 
theſe Means was the Nation 
gradually prepared for that fad 


of continuing Reſtraints; an Ef- 


a Amado: | I 


tn} = 


from them? And whoever is ac- : 
quainted with their Hiſtory and 


beth to King Charles the Firit's 
Time, will ceaſe to wonder at® 


the Diſtractions that broke out 


in his Reign, but rather that 


Scene of Corfuſion and Miſe- 
ry; and till the fame, or the 4 
like Circumſtances and Conjunc: 4 » 
tures occur, (which God avert) 
the Fears you put your felt or 
others into, are a meer Panick, & 


and cannot in the Nature of 


Things ariſe, unleſs, for the ſake 


fect muſt be ſuppoſed without 11 


{ 15 ) 


1 find an Apoſtolick Injunc- 
ſt 8 tion, to fear God, and Ee 
ſthe King; but neither in the 
N C ſpels or Epiſtles any Pre- 
cept or Exhortation to the Peo- 
ple, to enter into the Paſſions, 
And eſpouſe the Quarrels of the 
Klergy, of any Denomination 
3 though I muſt own 
th ot Ichis Practice has great Antiqui- 


* on its Side. 


Out 
that 


f Jachr e, pen ſhall to the utmoſt 
4 of my Power endeavour, to 


1 alſure you, Sir, I ſincerely 


deſerye the Character of a good 


ſake 
| E4- 3 Jul ect: in the Mann er you * 


tration of his Prince eaſy. and 
Junimbarrated; and could I ſee 
'Y | | there 


I Toke him, by being a Lover 
of Peace and Quictneſs, and 
delighting to ſee the Admini- 
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avoidable Cling between | f 


the Repeal or Explanation of 
the Acts in Queſtion (ſo far as 
they affect Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers) and Diſturbances in Church 
or State, (the contrary of which 
B, 1 hope, evident) I would 
unmediately renounce all fur- 
ther Purſuits ; and cannot but 
think the far greateſt Part of i 
the Diſſenters are of this Opi- 
nion, as is apparent from their 
paſt n But is it reaſon- 
able that, becauſe fome will en- 
tertain groundleſs and unnatu- 
ral Jealouſies, others ſhould, 
at a proper Time, lay afide all 
peaceablè and modeſt Attempts 
tor what they (after the moſt 
impartial Inquiry and Confide- | 
ration) nn would . 
Y 


"I 
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S» tend to the Honour of Re- 
un- igion, the Publick Good, and 
en the Security of his Majeſty's 
of MPerſon and Government, under 
as which we enjoy as great and 
nt- valuable Bleſſings as any former 
lime can ew. 


1 1 ſhall endeavour to profit 
Aby your kind Advice, ſhould I 
have any further Occaſion to 
E deliver my Thoughts in publick 
Jon the Subject before us; and 
ir hope to keep within the Bounds 
g of Truth and Decency. The 
dCauſe needs no Lye to ſupport 
git, nor can be advantaged by 

it: If it did, I abhor the Max- 
im of doing Evil, that Good 
may come of it; and would 
be far from practiſing it; but 
will eyer ſtrive to keep in View 
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